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First of all I would  like to emphasisc  Tao points:-
Firstly, I have ne';,i'er before  attempted a~  kind of speaking
to an audience and nay not make myself heard well, so if anyone
cannot hear please call out "speak  out c 'I Secondly, I would
emphasiss that the farm is in no way an experimental  farm or a
hobby. It j,s e,cs~~?,$jJJ?-i  Tr.-  -d a business proposition, Our fads
and ideas arc y%zt 7;;~ !̂;a:',;~  foe:.:+  p cz imagined to be the easiest
and cheapest  .~.~$i-:c:~s  c:? g;$t:'.y,;~;  :;I:A :I:-ghes$ c.>,l---pEa~-poLi.gd
production wl.$;h  3% i ~::.  m:'-;  possible  ~;olA<  and expense, and 'therefore
the highest n e‘; y:;fc;t:Lt  ,

The f i r s t  typo  seasonse on the farm we supplied the Factory,
ordinary seascnal  milking, and grazed the paddocks in the ordinary
way, saving some siZage  and hay and shutting paddocks in late Autumn
for Spring feed, mi??&ng  approximate13 80 cows in the seccnd
season for a supply of 21,OCO  lbs. of butterfat. The third season
we started on town  milk supply and fo:?  winter milking started to
bring the herd back  to Autum?~ calving;, and plan for tnore winter
feed.

We put in thou  moellier, saved more silage  and started to
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save  g ra s s  ea r l i e r , T h e  n$l---c season  KG gamchou  moe.llie,r
aga in ,  cu t  more  s i l age ,  and  w&&d  book  stiL1  ear l i e r  wi th  the
saved  grass . .We  were beginning Lo realise  then the greater
poss ib i l i t i e s  o f  s to r ing  Au tumn g ras s  i n  the paddocks .  We
were  b y  t h e n  d o i n g  90  t o  100  g a l l o n s  a  d.q t h r o u g h the  win te r .

This  winter , abou t  t he  c r i t i c a l  pe r iod  o f  t he  War ,
when Manpower wasshortest-,  I  was in  hosp i t a l  and  o f f  work
fo r  abou t  two  months . The work was done by one man helped
by my daughter ,  a  g i r l  o f  170 Feeding  the s i l a g e  a n d
ra t ion ing  the  gras s  by  e l ec t r i c  f ence  to  f i f t y  odd  cows ,  was
heavy enough but  workable , bu t  f eed ing  the  thou  moellier  was
t h e  l a s t  s t r a w  t h a t  n e a r l y  b r o k e  m:;  man’s b a c k . We h a d  a l r e a d y
f o u n d  t h a t  the& cows produced S~‘,i;tsr  and~clesncd  up’ the  feed ings
b e t t e r o n  s i l a g e  t h a n  thou  moelLj_ic,r,  s o  v?e were  g l a d  t o  d r o p  t h e
thou  moe l l i e r  a l t oge the r  and coxe~ztx te ox  more silage and more
Autumn gras s ,  Fo r  t he  l a s t  four year’s’  this hss g iven  be t t e r
results each ye<ar  as we gs%  -?!ze '& -T  d :~~~~~ to the required
calv ing  t imes  and develo>e d t:,le  r,e$;?od z-c- bettor  r e s u l t s  i n
p roduc t ion , l a b o u r - s a v i n g  rnd stook  heal%h?  a n d  t h e s e  a d d  u p
t o  b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  financially,

IKLK  AND BUTTERFAT PRODUSTICM:-I- -------.-..--^--..w

F o r  Convenience,  I  w1,.1,.1  give produc-:;ion  figUres  for
t h e  %ason  J u l y ,  194.5,  t o  3x, 1346, as BS have h a d  25  a c r e s
o f  a d j o i n i n g  l a n d  rented  lzst  year.  C u r  contract  w a s  f o r  150
g a l l o n s  a  d a y  b u t  a c t u a l  s a l e s  ~~;z?e 3.69  t o  l.75  g a l l o n s , During
l a te  Summer  and  early A 2%  !.m:z  .p v’kl. 2 5 the  3, l;‘i;5,mn  cslvers  w e r e
d r y i n g  o f f  9 w e  h a d  t o  b,ring  Z. 2C  .:o  & goTLo!n.s  a  d a y  f r o m  t h e
o t h e r  f a r m ,  b u t  fos  t h e  Wir:$~:~  ;~.eried,  ;L>;:71il  :.5th  t o  A u g u s t  15th,
we averaged over 160 gallo;zs  a dcy-

Es t imat ing t h e  t e s t  o f  $h?e  mil’x  $*t  ir.,L&, our  t o t a l
p roduc t ion  was  approximctely  2.8,5X! Lbs, o f  bubterfat  f o r  t h e
year . (Our  he rd  t e s t  figurG.s c,?iz:iii:d 2~s'::  OVF,~<\ 309000 IbS, Of
b u t t e r f a t ,

RELIAIXCE  ON SILAGE:- I - u - -

In  th i s  season  we  cuC,  53  a c r e s  aiZ.ege,  4 7  a c r e s  f r o m
beginning  November  to  mid-December,  a??(: 1.1  ECFCS  e ar ly  February ,
a l s o  9 ac res  o f  hay , Y/e  a l s o  hcd a  stauk o f  9 a c r e s  s i l a g e
ca r r i ed  ove r  f rom *be prev ious  gear,

SAVII'TG AUTUMN GRASS GRO'iXH---CII--lmuc--c--z  o

We started saving grass in late January and had upwards
o f  50 acres of  g ra s s  up  to  $! iccbe.-,  Lo.2.g  4;~ mid-bilay wi th  o the r
paddocks  tha t  had  been  fed  of f  dz:ibs the  .i!,utumn  coming  a long
-again .

We bu i ld  u.p t h i s  f e e d  b y  dropping cry  paddocks  tha t  can
be spared from the feeding rota$ion  and when long enough, feed
them in  b reaks  wi th t’fie  eJ,~,&;~j-c: fence  and  spe l l  t he  ' r e s t  o f
the  fa rm. As sach  paddock is clean,ed  up by dry stock or topping,
i t  i s  s h u t  a g a i n  w h i l e  w e  g o  o n  $3  the next;  l o n g e s t  i n  t u r n .
T h a n k s  t o  t h e  s t r o n g  g r o w t h  o f  the  cl~vers,  espesially  f o l l o w i n g
s i l a g e  c u t t i n g , w e  c a n  usuz13.y  ‘~$3~1; win:e f e e d i n g  i n  l a t e
February  o r  ea r ly  Marcho W e  a l s o  star%  some  s i l age  f eed ing
in March or early A;?ril. This  SBVES  m o r e grass  to  ba lance
w i t h  t h e  s i l a g e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  a l s o  i ", i s  ve ry  much  eas i e r  t o
sp read  the  s i l age  f eed ing  in to  the  d ry  Autum-r wea the r . We can.
t hen  a f fo rd  t o  mi s s  t he  si lage and fezd  a l l  g r a s s  o n  s o m e  o f
the  ex t ra  bad  win te r  days ,

SYSTEKATIC  FEEDING OF JX3RD:----_I ,

W e  fee.d  the: cows  r igh t  th rough  the  year  up  to  what  they
will reasonably  c lean  up - WE. e x p e c t  a  l i t t l e  w a s t e  e v e n  o f  1 s t .
grade  s i l age . Any 2nd. c l a s s  silage  f rom top  o r  windy  s ide  .of
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s tacks  is  give.n  to  the  d ry  s tock . The. winter ration for

:d approximately 55  cows is 3 to 4 aare of  grass  according
t o  length, w i t h  I t o  ?
$ to +

$ tons silage in the tnorning and about
acre  grass  wi th  about  $ ton  silage,  at  night . our hay

has been  used almost entirely for drying off cows.

-9 This  feeding off  in  breaks  by Electr ic  fe$nce  for  about
six months each yEarp probably sounds like a mighty lot of work
but the shifting for each break in a paddock takes two men under
10 minutes, The routine work is done by two men and even in
winter we are usually finished feeding out for the day by 11 or
11.30 a,m,

An important  aspect  of  th is  is  that  winter  milk  for
4 months  is  paid  for  a t  approximately  3/10 per  lb .  bu t te r fa t
or 23 times factory price, while a big winte.r  supply enables a
big volume of summer milk also at town milk prices.

TOPDPES5ING:I_-.

To bring away late Autumn-Winter growth, and help the
le,velling out process, we do all our topdressing from early
March  to April. For tunate ly  I  had  topdressed  well the  f i rs t
two years  while. sowing down’ and had a rationing quote of about
2 cwt. per acre. I  consider  this  not  enough for  milking on our
country and hope to COiTl8 U p  t0  3+  t0 I.+&  Cwt. The yard swee.pingS
are also carted out by a tanker truck and the liquid manure doss
about 20 acres but with super as well. we have done a l i t t le
liming but not nearly up to my good intentions and not enough for
the good of the clover unde.r  our me:thods,

In  the  e.arlier years  with ordinary grazing,  the rye in
the  pas tures  d id  not  hold  too  1~11  and  the  white:  c1ove.r  w a s  taking
charge. I helped restore the balance in the. worst paddocks by
ovsrsowing with Rye. The last two seasons,  however9 have given

u s  a  d i f f e r e n t  p r o b l e m , The shading caused by the continuous
shut t ing up f o r  silage,  or  feeding off ,  i s  tending to  weaken
the clover and let in Yorkshire, Fog and Browntop  in some paddocks -

L, they lose their bloom and there is no real life in them once the
clo.?er  goes back. Above all, we must keee the establishment of
a  s t rong prowing  whi te  c lover ,

v-----e  ---‘-‘---~--‘-
A s  1 said a t  t h e  beglnnlng  I

am??%~~<~~that~~-~sis  of the building up of  the  fa rm .&d
the basis of our production, is the No. I or Pkdigree  White, The

c only failure WE have had in sowing down was once when our No.1
White  came Up ClOStly  as trefoil,

We are now trying to find thet  best method of bringing
back these pastures, and WC are ve,ry hopeful that oversowing
with HI and Perennial Iiye  and Pedigree White  will do it. T/s  a r e
using a Sunshine grass renovator, and where we have worked the old
pasture hard enough, the strike has been very good and the promising
results of.  the short rotation rye make us hope.ful  of  increasing
winter production very considerably ye.t.

Y
----I-C-.----
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a PASTURE ROTATION.wz.ew-aw-d,-I-.._I---*

Feedinp,:

ii No. 3.

NO.  4 .

No. 5s

No, 6.

No. 7*

No. 10,*
No, 2.

No, 1.

x .’
No. 9 .

No. 8,

‘No. 3.

No. 4.

No. 5.

No. 10,

s No, 6.

Noo 7.

22nd February  to 4th March.

11th i\iiarch  to 20th March,

21st March to 30th  March,

4th April to 15th  April.

16th April to 26th April.

26th  kpril,to  5th May.

6th 143~  to 12th my (day and night).

13th May.  to 21st  May .(day and night)*

23rd  to 31st  Nay.

Is% to 20th June,

21st June to 8th July.

9th July to 22nd July.

23rd  to 30th July.

30th  July to 4th August.

5th to 16th Aug.ust.

17th to 28th August,

Rotation from 29th August.
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