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Development of  agr icu l tural  pursui ts  ar ises  f rom a
var iety  o f  causes . natural  fac i l i t ies  o f  c l imate  and country  are
the  f i rst  inducements , and the absence of bush, combined with the
presence of  wide areds o f  graz ing  country  p layed  a  very  b ig  part  in
the e$rly  development of farming in the South Island0 As  f a r
back as  1875 :-?ven  befcre  i t  was possible  to  f ind an out let  for
the perishable goods produced, there was considerable development
of  the  sheep  industry .
re fr igerat ion, ,

Subsequently the introduction of
o f  mi lk ing  machines9 of separators and butter-making

machinery, and o f  tosddrc  s.sing9 the  in f luence  o f  pr ice  leve ls  and
o f  pgyment for quality have all played a most important part in
the developmnnt of agriculture over the whole of New Zealand.
These  and other  factors  Lave  a lso  reacted  on the  product ion  o f  p igs .

Pig numbers have varied considerably over the last
seventy years9 but by comnarison  with the whole of New Zealand pigs
in Canterbury have been airtually  a t  a  s t a n d s t i l l . The following
table shows the numbers of pigs in Canterbury, Otago and New . .
Zealand for  the  last  seventy  years , at  intervals  o f  approximate ly
ten  ysarsx-
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UT)  t i l l  1896. there  was  a  progress ive  increase  in  gig
numbers9  due  crobably  to  a demand for  p igs  coupled  with  a  surplus
feed supply, but after tM.s date Canterbury shows a gradual decline,
while  there  is n markedly  in’creasing  expansion for  the  rest  o f
New Zealcnd  associated with the development of .dairyin&  but
lagg ing  sad ly  behind  i t ,

By the year 1898  the cropping resources of Canterbury
were generous!-y developed, and have made very little advance since
that time. ‘The following table shows t’ne  areas under grain, and
under  root  crops ,  for  Canterbury ,  for  Otago ,  and for  the  re,st  o f
New Zealand by ten-year periods  since 1898:-
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The  gross  revenue  ea rn ing  capac i ty  o f  the  1936
Canterbury  .areas  ‘a t  an  average of  27  pe r  a c r e  f o r  c e r ea l s  and  23
pe r  a c r e  f o r  r oo t s  amoun t s  t o  abou t  $4,200,000  when  marke ted
th rough  the  p resen t  channe l s , and o f  th i s  amoun t  probably  no t
more  than  ha l f  is  ne t t  r evenue , the  ,remainder  be ing  absorbed  in
overhead  and  cu l t iva t ion  expenses . The  produce  :of  t h i s  acreage
marke ted  as  pigS  (bacone r s  a t  23.10~l~  pe r  heard)  tiould  show a
gross  r e t u r n  o f  a b o u t  ~?j,200~000~  a n d  w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n  corsts  a s
t h e y  a r e  now9 a n d  t h e  o v e r h e a d  o f  p i g - k e e p i n g  a t  2 0  per cent*  Of the
whole  va lue  o f  the  p igs  the re  would  s t i l l  r emain  the  same  n e t t
i n c o m e  o f  ~2p100pOO0 as  e s t ima ted . Under  the  p re sen t  circums,tanceS
one  mi l l ion  s te r l ing  more  would  have  been  spen t  a s  wages ,  etc.,
in  Canterbury  wi th  p igs  than  i s  be ing  spent  wi thout  them*

The self..respecting  p roduce r  na tu ra l ly  r e sen t s  such
a suggestion  and reasonably  enquires  by what au tho r i ty  an  a s se r t i on
Of  the  above  na tu re  i s  made . He b r ings  fo rward  yea r s  o f  expe r i ence
to  p rove  tha t  pi,gs a re  unpro f i t ab l e , t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t r i e d  o n
p r e v i o u s  occasions9 and .  -genera l ly  he  i s  an tagonised  by  these
improved  sugges t ions . One  free.Ly.  admi t - s  the  genera l  va lue  o f  pas t
e x p e r i e n c e , b u t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  p i g s  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  I
t h e  f i r s t  a t t emp t s  made  t o  r i de  a  b i cyc l e . Mos t  g r a in - f a rmer s
who have  fed  p igs  have  t rea ted  them exac t ly  as  they  t rea t  o ther
k i n d s  o f  1iveAstock; b u y  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  f e e d
them as  wel l  as  they  can  o They have  fa l len  down on  the  feeding
o f  p i g s . Wi th  o the r  class’es  o f  l i ve - s tock  f eed ing  them aa wel l
aS poss ib le  mean t  p l en ty  o f  g ras s  o r  o the r  unharves ted  and  the re -
fo re  cheap  f eed ; w i t h  p i g s  it,meant  using  p l e n t y  o f  g r a i n ,  a
ha rves t ed  and  the re fo re  cos t ly  c rop . B e c a u s e  i t  cslled  f o r
fore thought and arrangement, a  cheap  feed  supply  a t ta inable  by
di lu t ing  gra in  wi th  as  much  paddock  feed  as  poss ib le  waS s e l d o m
used ,  and  p igs  wer ‘e  se ldom prof i t ab le . One  t on  o f  f e ed  t u rned
in to  p ig -mea t  a t  5d.  pe r  pound  i s  war th  about  ~6.10.0.p  and when
i t  co s t s  t h i s  amoun t  o r  i s  wor th  i t  when so ld  a s  g ra in  i t  i s
obv ious  why  the re  i s  no  p ro f i t . The  same  ton  o f  gr:;in  f ed  .along
w i t h  a n o t h e r  10  t o n s  o f  roots* s a y  h a l f  a n  a c r e  o f  swedes  a t
24,  p e r  2 c r e 9 p rov ides  two  tons  o f  f eed  ( t en  t o n s  o f  roo t s  equa l
a  t o n  o f  f e e d ) ,  a t  a b o u t  24. pe r  ton ,  l eav ing  a  marg in  fo r  p ro f i t
and  overhead  o f  abou t  40  pe r  cen t .  o f  the  va lue  o f  tile f eed .
A few fa rmers  he re  and  the re  a re  applying  these  p r inc ip le s  and
mak ing  p ro f i t  f rom p igs .

c

Grass  and  c lover  a re  as  cheap  and  sa t i s fac to ry  ds roots
,and r e c e n t  t r end  towards  the  more  ex tens ive  uSe o f  c love r  in  the
South  I s land  may pressn t  an oppor tun i ty  fo r  t he  deve lopmen t  o f
p i g s . Lucerne  g razed  wi th  p igs  rece iv ing  no  supp lementa ry  feed
g a v e  a  r e t u r n  o f  a b o u t  14/-  p e r  a c r e  p e r  mont,h; grazed  w i t h  p i g s
rece iv ing  ha l f  a  pound  of  oa t s  and  ha l f  a pound  of  mea t -mea l  da i ly ,
gave  a  re turn  of  about  $2 pe r  ac re  pe r  month  a f t e r  pay ing  fo r  the
mea l  used . There  a re  f ew s tock- ra i s ing  p rac t i ces  tha t  a re  capab le
o f  showing  be t t e r  r e tu rns  than  th i s .

T ranspor t  Cos t s .

I t  i s  2  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t r a d e  t h a t  o n l y
concen t r a t ed  p roduce  can be  t r anspor  tsd. Manufac tu red  a r t i c l e s
a re  ca r r i ed  l ong  d i s t ances ; raw mate r i a l  un less  h igh-pr i ced  i s
s e l d o m  80  ca r r i ed . New Zealand  wool  i s  a c a s e  o f  high-price*d  raw
m a t e r i a l , P igs  a re  h igh-pr iced  manufac tured  gra in  p roduc ts ,  and
al though some  g ra in  i s  trans?ortad  the  bu lk  o f  the  p igs  p roduced
in  the  wor ld  a re  rea red  in  g ra in -produc ing  areas. The surplus
@rain  and mi l l ing  offals  p roduced  in  Cante rbury ,  i f  used  the re  as
p ig  feed  cou ld  be  a lmos t  doubled  up  in  va lue  by  compar i son  wi th
the i r  p re sen t  wor th .

P ro f ’ i t ‘ t he  on ly  Mot ive .

Reward  fo r  e f fo r t  spen t  i s  t he  on ly  mot ive  tha t
in te res t s  anyone  in  any  p ro jec t ,  and  the re  i s  no  doub t  tha t



famd f ind  o the r  b ranches  o f  f a rming  more  sa t i s fy ing  than  ?iesa
Digs  under  p r imi t ive  cond i t ions  a re  d i r ty ,  ob jec t ionab le  and
gene ra l ly  so  d i s r epu tab le  tha t  mos t  peop le  are  glsd to  l eave  them
a l o n e . When  a  l i t t l e  mdtiey i s  spen t  on  accommoda t ion  and  equip’-
merit and  when  reasonable  conveniences  a re  p rov ided ,  the  pig
becomes as respectable and as much a source of owner pride as any
o the r  an ima l  on  the  farmi This  pri.de  o f  .ownership  can be
achiovsd  fo r  an  expend i tu re  o f  abou t  ,315  pe r  sow fo r  accommoda t ion ,
and such L cap i ta l  expendi ture  has ,  by  cotiparison  wi th  o the r
b ranches  o f  l i ve - s tock , rid  equa l  f rom the  ea rn ing  po in t  o f  view.
A SOW produc ing  14 baconer s  pe r  yea r  a t  23,  per  head  earns  a Foss
amount  o f  242. A sow and her progeny, two  l i t t e r s  o f  bacona r s
(14>.  p6k yczr 6qt.s as hush feed as two dairy cows each producing
350 lb.; pf bu t t e r f a t , bu t  the  SOW'S food  i s  o f  be t t e r  qua l i ty  and
t h e  rc;tWn  i s  g r e a t e r , T h e  labour r e q u i r e d  f o r  p i g s  i s  l e s s
Since ohs  man  can  wi th  p roper  accommodat ion  a t t end  to. f i f t y  80~6~
The cap i t a l  r equ i red  f o r  pic&  to  ea rn  the  s ame  gross  revenue  as
cows  is abou t  ha l f  the  amount  r equ i red  fo r  cows*

Disadvantages  of  Pigs.

There  are  d isadvantages  - (1 )  I t  t akes  s ix  mon ths  t o
grow the  c rop  and  ano the r  s ix  months  to  conver t  the  crop  into
pig meat, t hus  t he re  i s  a  de layed  re tu rn  by  compar i son  wi th  da i ry
C O W S ;  (2)  the  need  for  p lanning  ahead  wi th  p igs ;  (3) natural
r e s o u r c e s  p rov ide  l i t t l e  pi,g  f eed ,  whereas  the  bu lk  o f  cow feed
i s  p rov ided  by  these  means , a n d  ( 4 )  f i n a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s
o f  ge t t i ng  f inance  to  p rov ide  accommoda t ion  fo r  pigs in which no
o n e  i s  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d .

Up  to  t he  p re sen t  these  d isadvantages  combined  with the
many o ther  a l te rna t ive  means  of  making  a  l ive l ihood  wi thout  the
assistance of pigs on mixed farms in the South Island have kept
pigs  in  the  backyard . Natura l  laws  have  a  way of  asser t ing  them-
se lves ,  however , and  in  the  end  p igs  mus t  be  deve loped  more
i n t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  S o u t h  I s l a n d .

P i g s  ano, Sk im-mi lk .

There  i s  a f ixed .  op in ion  everywhere  tha t  digs cannot
be  f ed  p ro f i t ab ly  in  the  absence  o f  sk im-mi lk . Another  idea  i s  tha t
pigs  a re  scavenger s , t he  l a t t e r  xith  a l l  t h e  d i r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
p i g s  being  t r e a t e d  a s  s c a v e n g e r s .  : Bo th  o f  t he se  i dea s  a r e
par t i cu la r  t r ans la t ions  o f  the  ‘ve ry  much  wider  and  genera l ly
es t ab l i shed  f ac t  t ha t  pigs  a r e  p ro f i t ab l e  on ly  whe re .  t he i r  f eed
supply  cos t s  l e s s  than  the  va lue ,  o f  p ig -mea t  p roduced . A S  m i lk  o r
as  .garbage t h e  f e e d  supply  ,is r e l a t i v e l y  c o s t l e s s . Vr’ith  t h i s
n a t u r a l  f a c i l i t y  o f  c h e a p  f e e d  pigs  are  p o p u l a r .

I t  i s ,  however , . n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o c u r e  a  f e e d
supply  that  i s  cheap  by  a  t imely  a t t en t ion  to  de ta i l  and  p lann ing
in  advance. Those  g ra in - fa rmers  who  use  feeds  tha t  can  be  stored9
are  in  a  pa r t i cu l a r ly  fo r tuna te  pos i t i on  s ince  they  a r e  n o t  f o r c e d
to  buy pigs  when  the  feed  becomes  ava i lab le  and  se l l  when  it.  g o e s
o f f ,  a s  t he  da i ry - f a rmer s  a r e . They  can  buy  when  pr ices  su i t  them
bes t  and  p lan  the i r  se l l ing  weeks  in  advance  of  ac tua l  sa les ,  Many
gra in- fa rmers  have  apprec ia ted  th i s  advan tage  o f  win te r  p roduc t ion
and have taken advantage of cheap autumn atores  and dear spring
.stores, as  i s  ev iden t  f rom the  g radua l ly  na r rowing  o f  p r i ce
d i f f e r e n c e s  between autumn and sp r ing  weaners .

This  i s  an  easy  and  prof i tab le  way  of  s ta r t ing  wi th
pigs . , ,  and  ca ses  a r e  on  r eco rd  where pain, fed  a long wi th  roots9
to  win te r  s t o r e s  r e t u r n e d  as much as  ten  sh i l l i ngs  per  bushel
a f ter  pay ing  fo r  roo t s  a t  f ive  sh i l l i ngs  pe r  ton .
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1% F l a y ,  L i n c o l n :

S o  f a r  a s  C a n t e r b u r y  i s  conc’erned,  pigs a r e  a s  y e t
le f t  in  the  background ,  and  s re  no t ,  p rac t ica l ly  speak ing ,  deve lop-
e d  a t  a l l . The  fa rmer  has  the  feed  b mangels,,  gra in ,  young grass
a n d  pastures9 s e c o n d s  o f  w h e a t ,  peaa  a n d  b a r l e y ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  n e e d
t o  eo  t o  t he .  t roub le  o f  p roduc ing  these9  bu t  he  has  no t  go t  .the
organisaiiod.
to throw some

He,  has  stkat iti  abundance,  atid  a l l  h i  needs  t o  do  i s
o f  t h e  stra$i  o v e r  t h e  f e n c e  a n d  c a l l  t h a t  a  pig-house.

I f  h e  gets  t w o  c o i l s  o f  c y c l o n e  n e t t i n g  a n d  pi.its  i t  s o u n d  hia
s t r a w  stack9 t h e r e  a r e  h i s  pii,  pens ,  and  when these  th ings  a re
donet  he  mus t  s t a r t  ,to b reed  his:  own pigs.! Hemust  n o t  cont inue
the,  p r a c t i c e  o f  bupi,ng i n  s t o r e s  a t  XZ,,,or  ,$l/lO/-  o r  e v e n  a t
El/-/-  pek  h e a d . T,he pig  industry  in  Canterbury  must  be
Basociated  w i t h  brdeding;becauss  t h e  fairmer  haa a l l  these

- f a c i l i t i e s  at h i s  h a n d ,

Xr.  S c o t t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s t a t i c  sttitt;  o f  t h e  S o u t h
Islt;,ndo This  may be  so  in  Otago, and par t icu lar ly  South land.
3ut C a n t e r b u r y  i s  d i f f e r e n t . v?e h a v e  t o  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  it.  i s
s t i l l  a  c r o p p i n g  a r e a , bnd i t  i s  t o  t h e  credit  o f  t h e  C a n t e r b u r y
p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  f e r t i l i t y  i n  i t s
p r e s e n t  s t a t e .

1.9. 27.3.  Tbnnent,  !Vellington:

One  po in t  has  been  over looked . Remarks  have b e e n
made in  regard  to  the  abundance  o f  sk immed  mi lk  in  the  Nor th
Island  .:nd t h e  l a c k  o f  g r a i n , and of  abundance  of  gra in  in  the
S o u t h  I s l a n d  2nd  lzck  o f  m i l k . S O  f a r  a s  t he  mi lk  i n  t he  Nor th
Islend  i s  concerned9 t h i s  i s  a  p r o d u c t  w h i c h  h a s  n o  ready  s~li;.
I t  mus t  be  utilised  qu ick ly  i f  any  good  i s  t o  be  made  o f  i t . The
b e s t  m e t h o d  i s  fetding  i t  t o  t h e  pi&  along w i t h  g r a i n  2nd  r o o t
feeding.

The  Sou th  I s l and  i s  d i f fe ren t . They hove,  seconds of
whsRtp bar ley  and abundance  of  gra in  for  which  there  i s  a  ready
msrkc t Lnd c o n s e q u e n t l y  s o  long  .:s  t h e r e  i s  a r e a d y  mzrki;t  f o r
t h e s e  Byproducts, y o u  w i l l  n o t  f i n d  t h e  qverags  Canterbury  ftirmer
taking up pig  farming.

I t  i s  n o t  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  g a m e . T h e r e  i s  E: consider2  ble
a m o u n t  o f  labour i n  i t . I t  t akes  a  man  a l l  h i s  t ime  to  look
a f t e r  t h e  p i g s , and  in  d i s t r i c t& l ike  Can te rbury  th i s  i s  an
important  fsctor. U n l e s s  i t  can  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  s h o w n  that the
pi65 under  Cante rbury  condi t ions ,  g ra in- fed ,  and  supplemented  by
r o o t s  and grzss  whe re  pos s ib l e  i s  a p ro f i t ab l e  p ropos i t i on ,  2nd
u n l e s s  i t  czn  ba m&de m o r e atttactive  t h a n  i t  i s  a t  prtsc;nt9  I  a m
afraid  t h e  p o s i t i o n  s o  f a r  a s  Canitsrbury  i s  concSrnedg  w i l l  r e m a i n
f a i r l y  static.  i

Mr .  F lay ,  Lincoln :

I  am  interested  i n  some  fr:rms  o n  e a c h  o f  w h i c h  we have
devclopkd  a  h e r d  o f  5  o r  6 cows0  3 o r  4’  sows9  zn.d a boi!rO 3y
utilising  the  sk im mi lk  from,  these  few cows  and  supplementing  wi th
grsin  2nd r o o t s , we have made anything  f r o m  250  t o  21502  depending
o n  circumzt:~nces, and  the  r eady  sa l e  fo r  the  po rke r s ,  weaner s  o r
b;lconers  :!s t he  ca se  migh t  be . :

E’lr.  I!. 3 .  S c o t t ,  Vellington;

Whey can be made 3s  pro’fitable  almost ;;1s skim milk.
One  man  in  Orar i  wi th  60  cows  takes  E3 ne t t  f rom h i s  cows  and
whey. A l i t t l e  b i t  o f  g r a i n  a n d  L: v e r y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of r33ts
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  e s s e n t i a l . Cond i t i ons  fo r  t he  pigs  which made t h e m



not’objectiohable to these who handled them were of almost equal
imjor  tance  D

as t o  the.breeding  o f  t h e  p i g  b e i n g  a  f i r s t  essential,
I  am not  in  accord with this . The mixed farmer is in the most
fortunate  pos i t ion . He can buy his stores in the most favourable
market in Kay, June and July. The experience gaihed  by buying
his  store  p igs  at  the  beginning o f  the  winter  would  be  most
valuable to the mixed farmer in Cabterburyi

The, Chairman;

So  far  as  convers ion  o f  crops  into  p ig  and meat  i s
concerned, we have here rather an interesting feature, I n
Canterbury in  1886;  owing to  the  .fact  that  there  was  a  very  con-
s iderable  trade  in  bacon to  Austra l ia ,  the keeping  o f  ;?ics was
modere  tely right  f rom the  standpoint  o f  be ing  a b l e  to  get  r id  O f
the  product a t  2 f a i r l y rep sonable  p r i c e .

N’3W  1886 w as  a  very  s igni f i cant  date . I t  W;~S  th6  year
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  stert df the frozen meat industry, in New Zealand, and
the  f rozen  merit  industry  in  i ts in i t ia l  s tages  ~2;s dsvoted almost
ent ire ly  to  the f reez ing  o f  mutton  tind  lamb* Th&t  opened  u p  d
tremendous outlet  for me::t  production, and Otago  and Canterbury
fl;rmers  put  a:il  the ir  energ ies  into  sheep  L;nd  lambs. l7orty  years
later, 19 26 mz rks the  f i rst  development  o f  the  export  o f  f rozen
pork and baconers to the United. Kingdomr Between 188.6  and 1926
there has been no farm p-”‘-nduct which .tis suf fered so  sev&rcly  from
instabi l i ty  o f  pr ices  as  the p ig  meat . Si rice  lg.26 Ijvhen  t h e  p i g
industry  ~ssurned  fa i r ly  I.arge proport ions  (30 ,000 tons)  there
h2  s  been a reiil sta bilisstion  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  gig  m e a t ,

S ince  1926, the Xor th I sllnd, with opportunit ies  for
pig product ion  f&r infer ior  to  much o f ‘;he South,  has  dec ided to
c a s h  i n  o n  th:it  trade* The  South Is land has  dec ided  not  to .
The pig is the most efficient  converter  of  farm crops  into  meat ,
tind  from the :‘;:,ct  that we now have a stabilised  export  o f  that
mc;tsrizl,  and  E&n  export ,,4vhich  can be increased enormously, one
feels  thatsooner  or  later  the  South is land,  in  addit ion  to  i ts
other  l ines o f  productitin,  ~~61.1 d e c i d e that  i t  i s  not  a  btjd  scheme
to convert scme  o f  its c r o p s at  a:1 events  into  p ig  rne3t  - the
Enimal which is  most  convcrti.ble.


