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FI ELD EXPERIENCES RELATIVE TO CERTIFIED
RYEGRASS | N CANTERBURY.

7,0, Schmdt, Wright, Stephenson & Co. Ltd., Christchurch.

In bringing this pager before you to-day | Wl
endea®our t 0 give you sone farmers’ experiences in the
rowing and grazing of Certified Ryegrass of Hawkes

origin. As you all know there has been a szreat
deal of controversy with regard to the nerits and
otherwise Of Certified Ryegrass, and by relating to you
& few of these that have come before ny notice | wll
endeavour to correct 8 great deal of misapprehension.

O the introduction of Certified Ryegrass a great
deal of antagonism was immediately generated in the
m nds of some farmers, mainly on account of this
strain having been found in Hawkes Bay Province, or
that they had sone pastures of their own which they
thouzht wereof o true perennial strain, and they saw
an opportunity Of {rading the -product from same ot
high  prices.

When thi S Ryegrass vag first introduced into
Canterbury the price was rather prohibitive for the
ordinary farmer, and sohe purchased only a smell
cuantity and sowed this ina strip al ongside the pseudo
type of ryegrass. As true perennial ryegrass IS not
SO palatable ag Italian or the pseudo type, it
followedthat, when grazed, the sheep ncglectcd the
strip at the Tiret fcoding, ond SO It was neglectcd
all the nay through, and immcdiately condenncd as
being unpalatabla,. This in itself was entirely wong
and one gcts the seme results when soving twe varictices
of onts In the sanc paddoclk, the sheep absclutely
neglecting one variety of ocats,

It was not until by the intrcduction ofthe contract
system of growinz this Rycgrass, in which secd was
suppniied frec until the crop was horvestoed, thaot
large arcas werc sown, and the truc worth of this
Stroin was rcocogniscd, UnfTortunately again in
endeavouring to kcewn this strain free from coatamination
of other grassce, the sccd was cown on arcads that had
had a good many crons itoken off them, and so had been
deplcted greatly in fertility, also they were sown
without clover, and so had no mcans of benefiting by
the introduction of the nitrogen which clover zives.

So taking all thesc matters into consideration it
was not to be wondered ot thal the palatablencss
of this strain wos cucstioncd.

One important factor in the growing of Certified
Rycgrass and which is not very ofiven considecrcd, is
that with its high carrying capacity the fortilitly
of the s0ils is built up much more rapidly than in

- & poor nasture, ond when plousghced up for subscoucnt

crops, instcad of nloughing in barce carth, & heavy
turf is turned in,; which is of great bencefit in
building ud the humus in the scil.

As my time is limilted I can.only give you a few
of the more important cxpcricnccs of farmers who have
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grown this ryegrass. The firet 1S c¢ne of a farm
In the Ealing district at ashburton comprising

2000 acres of light land , Thi's farmer‘susual
SOW Ng was Cocksf 00t , Ryegrase, and Clovers. Since

the introduction of certified Ryegrass he has elimnated
t he Cocksfoot and sows Certified White Clover with

the CertifiedRyegrass. His main cb ject on this farm
was  grazing, His only crops were pepe, wurnips,

and grass, and the latter hé considered the nmost
inportant and so prepared his lanc. as for a crop by
the following nethod, After feeding olf the turnips
the | and was ploughed in Cctober and Worked periodically
until the middie of Jamuery; he then vroadcasted
15 cw. of Super before sowing the seed, If a quick
strike is obtained it is fed Off in March and kept

fed off short wuntil <he third or tourth seek in April.
He considers by this neans the plsnts are tramped

by the sheep and stool out well. Waen  spelled

in April the pasture will keep green ﬁnd grow

through the wnter. To illustrate this e sowed
down™an area Of 25 acres gamwly In January 193L,

wth Certified Ryegrass and Certifierl whit:s Clover.
He fed off mith 800 lambs from early March to the
fourth week in March, thenT fed off with anout 800 ewes
until the 10th, Ap»il, he pasture was then shut
up until the 23rd. Augvst. 4 100 ewes were then
grazed eight hours per dag, %being turned off at night
on to an old grass paddock? until Sectember 7th.

This was then shut up for Seed,

This farmer was at one tine a great grower of
Italian, but since adopting the above method of
sow ng down he consi ders ;;hat he etz just as nuch
early feeding and has s permanent pasture after the
first year ''s intense grazing. fle has increased
his carrying capacity on this farm Since :introducing
this method by 4OC ewes and 500 dry sheen, and theré
Is yet a good nunber of acres to soy with Certif ied
Ryegr ass.

In a very fertile district a farmer sowed an
area of 15 acres with Certified Ryegrass and White
Clover and on receiving a complaint I inspected the
crop and found the »lants, althcugh a good strike, were
very spindly and yellow. This farmer was
naturally perturbed and condemned the Certified
Ryegrass imrediateiy, but on encuiry T found that
he had crecpped this paddock with white crops

continuously for tcn years. This accounted for
the poor appearance of the Ryegrass. I advised
topdressing with Ammoniated Super. This was

tool nlacc.
wnod only by cows

o
¥

The following year this arca wWwas gl

(o IRV |

and was no% shut up Tor s2ed, o 2 was allowed
to grow rather long and the cows o not eat iv.

I advised agein to uvopndress this aunt with 1% cwb,
Ammoniated Super, ond since that it developed
irto a wonderful pasiure. The cows have grazed

continuouely until three wecks ago and have done

remarkably well. Tnis man was very antagonistic
towards Certified Rycgrass, but is now 2 convert,

Arother instance was also in a Fertile dairviag
district, The farszsr was o very good grass
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autum and Ammoniatcd Super in the spring, and
obtained wonderful results from an cleven acre area
of Certified Ryegrass and Cl over. He sowed an
equal area alongside with Canterbury Ryegrass and
Clover, at the same tine treated both paddocks alike.
Hs herd of cattle was 20 head, and grazed those
paddocks alternately, ani found that when turned
Into the Certified Rycgrass hc was considcrably up
with his mlk, and this was reversed when turned

back into the Canterbury Rycgrass pasture. The
Certified Ryegrass paddock %as been cut for seed five
years in succession, and 1S still a wonderful nasturc,
while the Canterbury Ryegrass has had to be

ploughed up.

On a farmof 800 acres comprising stiff clay
to light soil, approximately half of each, a start
was made with sowng 38 acres of Certified Ryegrass
in 1931, and' nas increascd each ycar until at the
prosent time the arca sown is 300 acres, 200 acres
| s under the plough for rape and turnips, the
bal ance -(300 acres)- being in ordinary Canterbury
Ryegr ass. This farmer has not only increased
his carrying capacity by nearly a sheep per acre,
but has also saved over 3000 bushels of seed off
this area in one year, H also fattened
400 wethers on Certified Ryegrass al one. h one
paddock of 50 acres he carried 500 cwe hoggets from
August to Novenber, it being then shut up for seed.
This farmer has found that since grazing on
Certified Ryegrass he has got a far bigger
percentage of lambs fat off their nothers.

me of the first indications of the carrying
capacity of Certified Ryegrass was in a farm Of
shallow clay soil, the value of which is

approximately £20, per acre. This was sown In
two paddocks, onc of 15 acres and the ot her 17acres,,
I n 1930, They were saved for seed the first

year, and after harvest 240 cwes werc purchased
and grazed alternately on each paddock, which
Is 8 ewes per acre, wthout any other feced except
rye straw from harvested seed, until they lambed
and were sold in Gctober. It was then shut
up for seed again,

There are quite a nunber of farnms on which
hal f of tho paddocks have boon gown with
Certified seed alongside of the Perennial of
Canterbury origin, "and on obsorvation ovgr o nunber
of years the shcep have been found to have had
no particular preference to cither.

Two cases in particular being worthy of
note arc :-

_ The first was an area in the Qmnhi district
in North Canterbury. This man had sown half
the paddock in Certified Ryegrass and the balance
I n Perenni al Ryecgrass, the strain of which had
been in the fanily for some thirty years, and as
there had ncver been any Italian sown on ‘the farm
it had retained its true  Perennial characteristics.
Oh visiting this farm recently the farner advised
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me of this and suggested an inspection of the
pasture, and wmuch to his surprise the whole of
the flock were grazing on the certified area.

The other case was in md-Canterbury. Thi's
man had a strain of Perennial Ryegrass which on
testing was given as being eligible for certification.
He sowed, sone three years ago, 4O acres half in
Certified Ryeorass of Hawkes Bay origin, and the
other half wth his own strain of seed. The
certified area was quite greecn before the other had
nade any appearance at all, and owing to the fact
that the Certified side of the paddock was somewhat
| onger, the sheen, On grazing, showed a slight
preference to the Canterbury strain, but in the
following two seasons they have shown no preference
shat soever. The Certified area has wthstood the
past dry summer far better than the Canterbury arca,
this having died out badly in patches, the other
remai ning quite g good pasture,

e of the nost recent grazing observations was
on an area of 60 acres or Certified Ryegrass which
was sown in 19%3. This was being grazed by 400
ewes brouzht down- from hizh Country,as they were
inclined to scour the owner decided to chanse them
on to a 3-ysar old Canterbury pasture.  The sheep
did not take kindly to the change ana lined up along
'the fence rfor three days, and so he was compelled
to let them back into the Certified Ryegrass again.

The fallacy of sheep havinz preference to
Canterbury Perenni al Ryecgrass was Sshown on an arca of
30 acres of four ycar old Certified Ryegrass recently.
This was grazed by a large nob of sheen.  These
sheep also had access to a2 Canterbury Ryegrass area,
and on a number of occasions thare was not one sheep
to be seen on the Canterbury Ryegrass area.

‘In conclusion, <tiking observations over an
area of gseveral thousands of acres of Certificd Ryegrass,
and covering the last six years, it seens that any
| ack of wpalatability IS duc t0 one of the
following causes :-

Laek of fertility zn*the soil, which may be
corrected by topdressing with suitable
anures and stocking heavily.

Lack of commonsense husbandry in the
proper grazing of this type of  Ryegrass.

Sowing wchout Suitable mi xture of clovers.
Continuous cutting for seed nroduction,

It seens to be that owin~ to the fact such a large mumber
of farmers have had such wonderful. success and

incressed their carpying canacilty . SO enorrously, that
wher e others have experienced di fTicul t% t he
reason nust bhe due to one or morc of the foregoing
causes,




