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* . BB ASYEGTS OF SHSM sARMIG TN CANTEREURY.

- Alan Grant, Craigbura, Waimzte, Canterbuxy.

The problens confronting the sheep farmer
on arable farms iN Canterbury may e divided into
two claggegi=

1. Those relating to the vast areas of pure sheep
country ‘typical of the Bight stoney plains and
arable downlands.,

2. Bhoge velating te the heavier dropping land.

. As little,. 6¢ if aiy; of the light plaing
| and is pet under irrigatisd, sheep farming presents
8 fairly easy problem there. It s a simple. type Of
farmng, in providing suitable permanent pastutes, a
sufficient supply of wnter feed., such as turnips,
and an area of early feed, such as Wegtern Wolthg of
green feed %o tide the ewes over between the turnips
and grasss
Mereover, as the carrying capacity runs
from one ewe to the agre_,t0 One ewe to one and a
half acres, there is 2little difficulty in keeping

the pastures clean and healthy, even wth the low
annual  rainfall.. )

" The hcavier crop.ing laad 1S a different
proposition in that the carrying capacit(}/ is raised
to from three to five ewes per acre, and in sone
cases even nmore.

o This hceavy stocking undercrratic climatic
conditions. such as caused -by the hot north west w nds'
and low sumer rain fall conbined with the long winter,
makes prefitable shecp farmng on this type of land a
problem requiring mic planning and consideration.

_ It may be asked, "Wh so in for sheep farming
on this heavy scil, why not st2ek t0 cropping or.dairy-
ing?"  The answer-in regard to cropping 1S sinply
‘that-the area of this land is too gxcnt for the pepu-
lation. In 1933, when even a sllqht increase in
acreage Was SOwn i.b .wheat, the result was a surplus
overthe domestic requirements which had to ‘be exported
at a price guch below tha cost of production.

~ Owing t0 glimatic conditions and higher
production costs Cantsrbury cannot conpete in the world':
gxnin merkots. Dairying 1S in the sane position.

Climnatic conditions again make the cost of production

t00 high, and s the ONlYy market for dairying products
TG By oroducte ig-Ur.oat Dritain)” ke oreson ¢ ouvlook
i, bhing bU; brighe.

. Britoin 1S getermined to stand by her own
farmers, 65% of whom haye hol di ngs under 50 acrcs, and
89% holdings of undcr 150 acres.  With this large
number of smail hol di ngs of a size undoubtedly adapted
for cofrs, pigs,' and poultry, it |ooks |ike better
busi ness for the Cuajcrbury £ rncrs tO concentrate more
on f=t la production wth ewe nutton and wel as by
products, espscialiyas this would make up to sone
extent for the market fOX O0ats and chaff which has been
| ost by the use of wmechanical power.
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Althguo “'ng of the praotlcos in QTOVldlﬂé
sultable shcb@*feed are applicdable to both light dnd
‘heavy land; it is the purpese of this paper to deal with

ghéep fcrmlng on the hcavier O nbcrburJ country, and the
=_farm of "Grulgburn" will be used for 1llu9tr tive purJO"us.

On this f LTT u,Curtuld wmourt OL mis ed cro>>1ar

Fjl$ éarried nm, but the main. object 18 the breedihg of.
stud sheep, which comprises a flock df 450 Romnyg ewu,,

an& 300 Southdown ewes. .

"eaigbura" consists of 240 acres of heavy
ﬂrOQ3lnb 1and and 140 - .cres 0f lichter river Ian(j\Nlth
ston y rldges runiding through, fﬁe 140 ac¢rc” block is =
leid dovwn in Hawkes Bay ryegrags a n d white clover, theeej
pastures are topdressed with 15 cwt. of lime’ and 2~
i f supetr an acre, : -

. The 240 acres of heavy land isfwofked in a
geyep courge rotation, the rotation belng -

rFlrSh year o Wheat

Beoong " Peas %, oats 3 . "

Third M Winter gréen feed, Summer  fallew,
Fourth " - Western Wolths and Red Olover.
Fifth " . Western Wolths and Red Clover
Sixth " - - Swedés and Mangolds:

SeVenth " -'s Potatoes and Rape.

After the poas and nats are harvcsted the

,J’ground 1s Immedlatu¢y gown in- Algbrlan oats for winter
- green feed with 1z cowt. nf super and 7 OWt SUlPhate of
f',ammnnla. o / e . -~

ths 1s plrughed agaln in October and the

.A‘=Pa&dock'summer, 1lowed. It is then sown down in
- February' in Western Wolths and Red Clover., This provides

late w1nter and early sprlng feed fcor the ram hogaeto.
If summer - feed is plcntliul it is shut up in’
Octobcr and cut for hay, and the aftermath used for
finishing off the rams in February aid March. To got
the best results from Western Wolths the land must be

- summer fallowegs.  The practice used to. be. to sow the

Westein Wnlths immediately the peas were harvested, but
unless the: harvLst wae early and the westher suitdble,
the risk'was %oo great as the Western Welthe did not

come in.early enough and the Bed Olover strike was usually
poor. ~"This unsdtisfactory clever strike. consequcntlyf
resulted in an-‘unprofitable aftermath.dnd second year's
grazing.  In the event of 'an elrly harvest the wheat.
stubble 1sfturned aver-and ‘sown in Aleerlﬁn oats with 13
cwt‘ super_und % cwt. stulphate "of ammonia. The rool

crap which compriscs swedes and mangolds, is carted off
and” fed to the ewes nn.the pcrmanent grass paddocks, the
ewes -receiving at the. rate of 016ht to “ten pounds of rootg
per ‘ewe for the Bomn@y ‘eves, and six to eight pounds for
‘the Southdown ewes, the quantltleq being increaged fromo
the lover fo the hl&hef rate as the paddock feed decroases
and the prugnancy cricd advances. Wire netting racks
are erected. 1n thv yﬁddookq qnd thuqb are kept flllcd
wlth hay. : . Co L, u

: In o dry yoay vhen nor h y is Savud boxes are
put out and 1. 1bs o sat sheafﬂohaff is fed per ewe. It
1s necessary to hidve endugh Bo sc. thag all theé ewes
have roofi. to  feed at the same e, Phe self fecding
boxes fior tmsvgurror{n cannot be-Yoo qtrongiy pondenne d
bucauqe a few of fhe stronger. and c¢lder ewss will fAkv_
pqqcholon znd kaop off the younger and weaker oneg
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_-jjbeen found’ that the ev;c.s do better than When folded on the

”.jlambing, when the ewes are Put on
._%ractlce ‘wag to.put the. eweg at thls ‘tlme #n to green feed
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:me't‘hod here advocatod is undoubtedly the most success-
nt wmter feedmg evies. on. ‘heavy land, and it has

‘robtsg.

"Since the ewes have been fed in- thls way ,no
cases of an'ﬁl—-pasture-ﬂo"f”lySlS in the ewes,,, .or pulpy kidney
in the lambs has appeared.But whin the ewes wore folded
on the roots, »‘»oth these diseases were common in’ the flock.

Swedes.@ L.e feﬁ till a£Out a foﬁfnlght bnfore : ;
3 mangdlds4 The previcus.. .

but it vwas found that they did Hot t tL]Lk 59 well as they aid

o1 mangolds fed out on ‘che perxﬁéneri pa‘s ui‘eSs

‘Snme yeard ago the ewes. vere put on a paddock nf

an:;@wpc”bnrloy, ‘but when lambing commenced.they.did ‘not have
. énough milk for the lambs, so they. wiere: taken off and put on -
,,iﬁiafthree ‘years -0ld" HLwLG% Bay .paddock, which- mmedlately
oo inceredsed lacgtation. ‘The’. .orops prov1ded by the seven
"-._!,r?_veoursc rotatlon, ‘with Sthe exoeptlon of tho wheat ‘and potat-
i océsrandial portlon @f the peas, are. used entlrely for- sheep
feed. . A S B

<k pordion of the. oat crop is used for ohaff for

g :»fgthe ewessmhen ‘o hay-is saved and the ‘balancé of the graln
.~ fed tn the young sheep during. Wln‘bﬁ.l‘ -and also 15 :Elush the-
.. ewes- bcfore .being put out with the. rams. ‘Halfg pound of .
- oats peér cwe per day for three weeks: is fed-at thls tlme.
S b portlon nf the peag iz fed to the young sheep. -~ This , -

systcm of 'sheep farming ‘nn hequ land seems to work very .

- well, but a serious problem is to provide grazing in. Jan—.
S Uuary and. ‘PFebruary. . Topdressing the permanent pastures .
“brings the grass in about three weeks carlier, but these .
. ‘%opdressed pastures, although they provide tremendous: |
- quantities -of feed In the late spring and early summer,
“smonthsg, go off quicker and do not come away again till the
- autumn ralns start growth.

To overcome this difficulty it is being contem- -

“plated to feplace a portion of the Hawkes Bay pasturc with-
‘a mixture of Akaroa cocksfoot and Montg’'omefy red clover,:

the intefition being to'shut up the cocksfoot and clover
during Nevember and December SO as to provide feed in
January. and February.

"?Ex’prfession of opinion on this’ point would be
welcome from the conference.

: Thcre ig undoubtedly a disadvantage’ in Hawkes
Bay ryegrass espcola,_lx when topdressed, in that. it takes.
absolute possession and smothers out-all other, grasses and
clovers with the exception of Crested Dogstall and although
it -has & dormant period in late summer, it certainly.

‘regponds to the autumn rains and comes away quickly at that
; “Aimo;  However,: its strong point is. that it is Permanent
~‘and Improves with age.

Points worthy of note are :=

L. That for ‘bhc winter feeding of the ewe flock it is much
- half the. acreage is require and ag the crop costs about

£8<1C/- per acre to grow, the gaving in growing the- srnaller
acreage more than pays ffor the cost of. carting out. - By

_thls methodthe eweg are kept in bpetter health, and this
‘conséquently hag a tremendous benef|C|aI effect on the lambs.
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2, The Q@Vaﬁﬁdgéfééiﬁed by su@merpfaIIBWing previous to
soWing'qun_the'temporary pasture of Weskern Wolths and
red clover. o R T R

ith the super.

" 5. 'Dhe_indease of green feed erom Application of % cwt.
"sp;yﬁate-éf ammonia mixed W -

4;»Th@fdiﬂfidulfy}ina&hoviaing~a*balanbéduamount>of
grazing frdmnﬁépﬁembef'té.Makchgas:tﬁe topdressed HAwkes
Bay ryé;pfovi&eéf%ob.much in spring and early summer and
not endugh in late summer and early autumi.

‘K. Mhat a grass peddock or mﬁnQOl&E are better feed for

bringing ewes to their milk than gréén Lowds



