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The problems confronting the sheep fabmer
on arabke,farms  in C<ntexbury  may .be divided into
two clas$eg:-

1.

‘8.

Phase  relating to the vast  areas of pure  sheep
country ‘typical qf the Bight stoney  plains and
axable  dotinlands,

AnS Little,.  6r’ if %Lj i. nd the light glaind
land is pet underirxi.g&tioYi,  sheep faxming  presents
8 fairly easy problem there.
farming,

.Ht is a simple,type  of
in providing suitable permanent pa'st;jxes,  a

sufficient sul?ply  of winter feed., such as tur.nip$,
and an area of early feed, such as ViesternWolths  ox
green feed ‘to tide the ewes over between the turnips
and grass., u ._

- _
‘Mnredver as the carrying capacity runs

fx‘oti  one ewe to thi acre to one ewe to one and a
half acres, there is li.t$Be  difficulty in keeping
the pastures clean and healthy, even with the low
annual rainfall.. .  .

- The .hzn,vicr cro$,;i;;&  l&id  is a diffcxent
proposition in that,'the carrying capacity is raised
to from three to five ewes per acre, and in some
cases even more.

This .l;:;tl.vy  ~.i;ocki-;r, u.adqr  eiya  tic ,climntic
conditions. such as causedby  the hot north west winds'
and low summer rain fall combined with the long wintex,,
makes p%@fitable  shtiop  farming on this typ.e of,Iand  a
problem requiring much planning and consideration.

It m?,y bu rsl;c;d, Il?#;ph.  ho in for sheep $srming

on this heavy scil, v!hy  not st?ck- to cropiling :or..dairy-
ing?" T~L- answer-in regard to cxopging  is simply
'~~~,~he area of this land is too gxcnt for the'prpu-. In 1933, vjhen  even a slight increase in
acreagi  was sown in wheat the result was a &LrplUs

ovcx the domestic requir&ents  which had to'be  ex;poxted
at a price r&oh beloa  tha cost of production.

Osiil~  to climztic  conditions and highcr
production costs CantqJrbuxy  cannot compete in the' wor:Ld':i
grcin a::rkcts. Dairyfng  is in the same position.
CliUti,c  ccnditions  ;-igain  make the cost of poduction  ’
too bi.Rh, and Ss t-ho  only maxkct'f~~r  dairying  products

Y- .. r<. 't:- sr'oductr:., ._ is 'S:y 21.i ,% ~,ri~afp~"  *j:.c. ;2ycss;::  L o~~~~~~~oo!~~
iG j ihir;g bu L 'q:;i,h;.

*
Brit.2j.n  is dotermined  to stand by her QW~

farmers'; &5$,of  whom have  holdings under 50 acxcs,  and
89$  hplC(Tn@  of tidcr  150 awes. T?ith  .this  large
numb,ex of.smal.1 holdings of :a size undoubtedly 2daPtod
for ,co%s,  pigs,' and ;>oultry, it looks like bettcx
business for thi;j; C)::,;;<c:rbv.r.g  f:::  rc;,~ors  to con.centrEte  11102°C
on fst lamb production with ewe mutton and wool a.5 by .
products, espe;ci,zlly  ~3s khis'would  make up to some
extent fox:the  market  fox oats :lna chaff which has bean
lost by the use of i:lcchanicaB power.
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”  “Cr~.i~bl~r~~”  coilsists
pr’op~in&.l&nd  a n d  140  Z.,Z,crcs

o f  -240  ncr~s  o f  henvy,
o f  klil,;htcr  ,:rivor  l a n d  w i t h

/ 1 St-bn. y r’$dges  runilinb  through, The 14@  ac~c.‘  b l o c k  i s  L’ .I
&i)i  (i~!*d+i~“in.  Havikes  Bay ryegrass-  a n d  whiie  clc\.v@,  ‘thetie,:

,gq3tti?es ~3 .,re  t o p d r e s s e d  with 15.  cwt;  o f  l ime’  and  2-& “,
i f  sug’b* a,~.  acre, .,, ‘_.:; . . - ; : _’ ‘.,  .’: : 1
._

/’ -she  2 4 0  a c r e s  nf h e a v y  land is’lnorked  i n  a
s6,Fep cijupse  r o t a t i o n ,  ,the rotation  beiQ:- _’



.<I

,‘. ‘. ‘S&de  the  exes have be& .fed,.in-“this  $ay no
cases  of ~nti-.pas’tiir’e,-pn’rniysis  iti the ewes,,, .br  puliy  kidney
i n  t h e  l a m b s  1~~ &eared; Bult;‘:~~h>n  ‘the:  ewes wore fo,lhed
on ‘the,  ro,ot’s  9 $d’th  these diseases ,mere  commoh  in’ the flock.. .’

Swedes  a r e

,,

,.
!‘, ” ,.

although t,hey  pr,ovi-de  tremendous: ‘, .,
: : .’  \, . ‘.’ ‘4 .quqt$ties  -of f’eea in the h&e spring and ,.early summer,

‘F,months, go off quicker and do not -come  atvay  again till t’he
‘: aUtu&  rains, start growth.

:
i T o  overc’ome  t h i s  difficult,y  i t  i s  b e i n g  contem- ,%.:

.y:pl$ted  to Fep1ace.a  sortiohof  the Ha-&es  Bay $asturo  qi.th~~
:a .mi?ture  of Akaroa  tiocksfoot  and Montg’omefy red clover,:

‘. I the inte&tion  being to’shut  up the cocksfoot and clover
;- during U’cvember  and December SO as to provide feed in

January. and February.
‘. -‘&~rission’  of opinion  on this ’  point  vlould be

welcome from the confcrenceo
.; ,i., TfiCrs  is undoubtedly  a, d i s a d v a n t a g e ’  i n  8ankCs,. Bsy  ryegrass  e,s$+oia>ly  vrh.en.  ‘ t opdressed ,  in  that,  !,t. .take,s.

absolute p.osscssion  and .smothers out,-all  other, grasses and
cloqers  with  the exce2t’inn  .o’? Crested .Do.gstail,  an,d  although

.: 3t *has  a diirm,antper.iod  ‘ii1 late  s u m m e r ,  i t  cerWinIy.
.: $e:sponas.  to ‘the auttimn  rains an’s comes away quickly at that

,’ ‘$QImc.;  _ Hot$&er.~‘.,i.ts.:  strong point i’s,-  that it is Permanent
-‘a& improves -mfih  age.

‘P,:,&ts  67,orthy  of note are :e:
&i ..Tkkt  for’.thc  a:iiltcY;  ,feedirig  of the ewe flock it is much
more  $‘r’ofitible  t o  cart  the  roots.  out  t o  the  owes4  Abcut
half ,the~Sc?esge  is rc3’quired  and as the crop c.osts about
SGlC~/L per : acre t 0.’  gro-2, the  saving  in growing the. smal ler
acreage.,more than pays for,  t h e  cost  o f .  c a r t i n g  o u t .  ’ SY
this methodthe enes  are kept in .bctter,  health, and this
.6onsequently  ‘his .a  tr,emendo.us  beneficial effect on the lambs.-.
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bsingihg  eves  t&their  mi lk  than  green


