FET FOR OUR CERTIFIED GRASS AND CLOVER SEEDS
| N SOQUTH AMERI CA,

Go G. Calder, Dip, Agri., Al exandra,

The witer wshes to apologise for the absence of definite
fiqures, statistical data, and definrte up-to-date facts on the
subject, but if the paper brings forth a discussion, or an interest
in the followng natter some wuseful object has been achieved,

Wth the decline in price for our primary products, the
raising of certified seeds of grasses, and clovers,as a side line is
becomng nore popular each year anongst farmers, and as these products
are maintaining a fairly wuniform price on the narket and also return
to the farmer a fair renuneration for his work of production, seed
raising may be expected to increase steadily, so long as there is a
demand at a profitable price to producers.

Wth an increase in production, prices are probably going to
fall as the Jlocal demand beconmes satisfied, consequently, the establish-
nent of mnarkets abroad is essential to the well being of the industry
if prices are to be naintained about their present Ievel,

~ Australia is certainly inporting an appreciable anount of
our certified seeds but it is problematical if this trade can be
further expanded to any great extent, as Australia has many workers
engaged on breeding up strains of grasses and clovers to suit the
varied conditions of their country, and some of the New Zealand seed
IS doubtlessly being used as stock seed for reproduction to supply
their ow requirenents,

England, on whom we rely practically for the sale of all our
roduce, apEears to be a poorer nmarket still for our seed as the
nglish workers have bred up their own strains and these appear to be
giving satisfaction to the farmng comunity of Geat Britain. |t
appears, also to be an exceedingly difficult natter to sell direct to
the English farmer. As explained by Mr, Vernon of the GCanterbury Seed
coo, at the last Conference in Curistchurch, continual knocking at the
doors of. the Tooley Street nerchants, who control the gseecd trade, my
let us get some of our produce marketed, but these merchants have their
own seed supplies and seed raising farns, and they are naturally going
to push the sale of their own produce first; thus the possibility of
establishing a hold on the English Mrket appears renote,

Wiat we require is a market in a country where the raising
of grass and clover seed is not carried out, where grazing is the
main occupation, and where it is rcalised that the present pasture
IS depreciating and resowng of pasture plants is becomng necessary,
Truly at first sight this appears to be unattainable object or a
dream vyet in parts of South imerica, particularly Southern  Patagonia,
these conditions are present and this is a potential market which "is
open for the New Zeal and seed trade to cxplore and capture, V¢ have
proved to our own satisfaction the value of our certified grasses and
clovers, Their nost inportant characteristics are persistency and
productiveness, and this is what is required on the Patagonian Panpas.
If it was possible to convince or denonsirate the value of our see
to the Conpanies carrgi ng on the large sheeP and cattle Estancias in
Patagonia.we could hold the narket against all comers, as our cocks-
foot, ryegrass and white clover is egual if not superior to any yet
produced in the world, It appears, therefore to be a matter of _
denonstrating our wares to obtain a market. In Patagonka it is being
realised that the pastures are declining and five years ago the surface
sowng of Danish cocksfoot was being made in ane ffort to naintain the
sward, The greatest drawback to pasture maintenance there is the Ilack
of clovers, there being no bees to fertilise the flowers, consequently
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clover cannot reproduce itself by seed. Here a good type of white
clover or Mntgonery Red clover would be of wonderful value,,

In contrast with Australia and nore particularly with
Geat Britain, where the majority of farners are conparatively snall
land holders who have their own known strains of grasses and clovers,
we have in Patagonia, wealthy conpanies controlling large areas of
land where no grass seed production is carried out, he Directors
controlling these conpanies are hard headed business nen who will
spend noney to inprove their holdings provided a return can be shown.
This is seed in the prices paid for stock inported from Europe and by
the nunber of stud sheep inported from New Zealand, (e  thing
which encourages this, is that the Chilean law only, allows a firm or
conpany to nake a certain percentage of profit, and all profit above
this figure has to be returned to the enployees, consequently noney
is freely spent 1n keeping the farm buildings up-to-date wth good
quarters for men, good shearing sheds, yards, double fencing on
boundaries and inportation of good stock. Even +then (five years ago)
a bonus was paid to all enployees of one of the big conpanies of a
quarter of a year's salary, that the witer is aware of, The present
exchange is also in favour of the Chilean Patagonian as all their
produce is shipped direct to London and sold, During the good years,
exchange was 40 pesos to the £, and now is about 1/57to 200 to the g,
t.e, Tor what they received 40" pesos for before the slunp, they now
receive 85 to 100 pesos allowing a 50% drop in prices, [Incidentally,
wages have been increased 50%. The point wshed to be-nmade is thaf
mney is spent in inprovenent, otherwise sonme of it nust be returned
to the enployees, Mney spent in good grass sesd:would be a
profitable investment and at the same time inprove the holdings, and
with the present exchange in favour of the Patagonian producer,
nmoney is reasonably plentiful, To bring home to the firns operating
in Chilean Patspnia and Terra Del Fuego the value of our seeds, a
trial shipnent would require to be landed at Punta Arenas, Of as it
is now called Mgellan (in the Mgellan Sraits), as this" is the only
ort of inportance for Southern Patagonia, and in Mgellan are the
usiness offices of the grazing conpanies, :

The Port of Bahia Banca further up the Alantic GCoast in
the Argentine is the centre of a considerable anount of arable farmng
in conjunction wth grazing and wheat growng, and-large Quantities
of grass and clover seed are annually sown down, =

In Buenos Ares there is nore intensive farmng over an
extensive area, and although the witer does not know what work has
been carried on in respect to selection and production of inproved
strains of grasses or clovcrs in this area, there are still large
conpanies operating who annually sow down large areas in pasture and
a bid for these nmarkets wth our certified seeds should be worthy of
consideration and wthin our reach if we can denonstrate the value of
the said seeds,

New Zealand lies between the latitudes of approximately 3k
to 47 degrees and from Buenos Ares to Terra Del Fuego enbraces "thé
latitudes 24 to K7 degrees and in this area can be obtained clinatic
conditions very simlar to that found in any part of New Zealand, thus
suggesting that-on the coastal areas at least, our seeds would haye
fa\llourable conditions for denonstrating their varue and provi ng tY1em
sel ves,

The Argerhi ne exchange at par is 47 pence to the peso and
at present is 36f pence to the peso.

The South Anerican ports are on_ the shi Hm ng route for
cargo vessels from New Zealand to Geat Britain although calls are
not  wusually nade at Magellan, Bahia Blanca or Buenos Ares, but this
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could undoubtedly be arranged as has been done before when there has
been cargo for these ports,

A method which could be used to introduce New Zealand seeds
iIs to ship seed with say the next consignment of sheep for South

America and the agent in charge of the sheep to act as salesman or
demonstrator to the Companies concerned,

The above suggestions are made in the belief that if the
possibilities of the three South imerican Ports, namely, lMagellan,
Bahia Blsnca and Buenos Aires (the latter two with- the large area
of arable land backing them and the former with lack of clovers and
slow deterioration of pastures) could be investigated with a view to
establishing a seed trade it is felt that the firms and companies
operating in farming and grazing these areas would readily try out
our certified seeds to the mutual advantage of themselves and the
New Zealand seed trade to the benefit of all concerned,
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