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An area  of  5,500  ac re s  i n  extent9  of  which  1,590 a c r e s

i s  leasehold ,  known as  the  Ti t ipua  Block ,  was  acqui red  by

Sir Vm, D, Hunt in 1928, at a nominal .figure, This

b lock  i s  s i t ua t ed  approx ima te ly  f ive  (5 )  mi l e s  northwtist  Of

r)acre  and  i s  twen ty  (20 )  mi l e s  ,by roa,d  f rom Inve rca rg i l l .

I t  ii;  bounded on  ttio  s ides  by  an  a f fo res ta t ion  a rea ,  a s  the

land  has  been  deemed  unsu i t ab le  fo r  agr icu l tu ra l  o r  pas to ra l

purposes. T h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  u n d u l a t i n g  o r  r o l l i n g  c o u n t r y ,

fo r  the  mos t  pa r t  p loughab le ,  wi th  r ed  tussock  dominan t ,

Areas  which had been cul t iva ted  and grassed’by  the  o r ig ina l

s e t t l e r s  had  rapi’dly  I?8Verted to  s tun ted  b rowntop ,  and  these

se t t l e r s  i n  many  cases  had  been  fo rced  to  qu i t  t he i r  ho ld ings

a f t e r  l o s ing  t he i r  i nves tmen t s . F r o m  thislit  c a n  b e

deduced  tha t  the  a rea  can  be  ra t ed  de f in i t e ly  th i rd -c las s , .

and  the  car ry ing  atapacity  p laced  in  the  v ic in i ty  o f  one

sheep  to  eve ry  two  ac re s ,

For  the  pas t  f ive  years  an  average  of  300  a c r e s  p e r

annum of  th i s  b lock  has  been  sown to  g rass  and  today  some

4 ,500  ac re s  a r e  ca r ry ing  f ine  swards  o f  pe renn ia l  ryegrass

and  whi te  c lover . The system employed has,been  as follows ‘-

the  l and  i s  p loughed  in  the  spr ing  and  a  c rop  of  BWedeS o r

t u r n i p s  t,aken, one  ton  o f  Ca rbona t e  o f  Lime,being  app l i ed

prev ious  to  sowing , and  the  c rop  sown wi th  4 cwt.  p e r  a c r e

of  a  p ropr ie t a ry  tu rn ip  manure . T h e  c r o p  i s  f e d  o f f  i n

breaks  by

f e d  f o r  a

averaging

sheep.having  a  run-o f f  on  to  pas tu re ,  ( ewes  be ing

month and hoggets  fo r  two  months )  the  y i e lds

between 40 and 50  tons Per acre. ‘ In  the  fo l low-

ing  sp r ing  g rass  i s  e s t ab l i shed  wi th  a  nur se  c rop  o f  oats1  and

a t  e s t ab l i shmen t  3 cwt . .  pe r  ac re  o f  superphospha te  i s  app l i ed ..,

Fo l lowing  the harves t ing  o f  the  oa t  c rop  a  second  ton  pe r



,

acre of carbonate of lj.me is applied in February. The

subsequent manurial treatment has consisted of the aPpli-
c

cation of 2& cwt. per acre of superphosphate  in ‘January -

February, Up. to the time of ‘writing no further lime has
c

been applied, and on the older pastures which are now

approaching six years of age, there is as yet no apparent

need of a further dressing.

In the grass mixture sown, only the finest seed avail-

able has been used, and in all cases preference has been

given to certified seed. In the case of the white clover

the opinion has been expressed by Departmental officers that

. .

--L

this clover is up to cer’tified  standard. The compositi’on

of the mixture used is:-- i

Permanent Pasture Perennial Ryegrass  25 lbs.
Italian Ryegrass .e  .,,.,..........  IO  l b s .
Timothy (New,  Zealand grown) . . . . . . :
Mother Cocksfoot (Akaroa, >

3 lbs.

Pea pra t ensi  s
..*...  C. 7 ;;s.

. ..s*eO.a..e...q..*
Poa tr ivial is .,.....*a.e........ ,:&lb.
Yarrow ,..-.a**  . . . . . . . 0 . . ...? . . . . . . ,l~OZ.  ._(  ”
Permanent pasture Montgomery Red :

Clover. . . . ..*...a............ I  l b .
White Clover (Hawkes Bay.) ..*.... (3 l b s .

-L----,--“----
L$‘lbS; ‘3’6iS;
-----------=========_'

The seeding of oats is. 25 to 3 bushels per kcre.

For experimenhel  purposes paddocks have been sown with-

out nurse crops,.. and that the establishment ‘in these paddocks

iS  not superior to others sown at the same period with e_ _
nurse, crop is. the opinion of leading agrqstologists.  who have

visited, and compared these fields. ..,.  This i.s .remarkable  when

it is considered that yields of up to 60 bushels of oats have

been obtained. In passing, it is conceded that good

establishm’ent  has followed from early autumn sowing,

An. intensive form 6i controlled grazing has been .

systematically, followed, and at no period of the year has the

grass been allowed to grow beyond that stage when sheep could

deal successfully with it - actually growth is never more
., ,..
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than one inch in length. In this connection it has to

be pointed out that surplus stock is available from the

remainder of the block as yet. unbroken and .consequently

no provision has’ been necessary to conserve growth in the

form or hay’ or ensilage. ,Vhen  the whole block is brought

in, this problem.will then arise, At this stage the ,

effect of consolidation and heavy surface manuring effected

by the itintensive stocking must be taken into consideration

as important factors in the maintenance of a highly

productive sward. L

In Southland the great majority of sheep-farmers

practice “se ttf stocking from lambing time until weaning,

and in the case of the more progress,ive,  one cattle beast

to each twenty ewes is included in order to give the sheep

points of re-entry into patches of growth which get beyond
‘...,:  : / : ., ;: .._

sheep .controX..‘..‘from  Nov’ember  onwards. ~These  farmers,’ Chile
; j,./,  ,;, . . .-;, ,.‘, .i1 ‘,I.’  .. .

recognising that’ sheep prefer day-old grass, ob jec t  to”the
,,_ .,  ..c. .I,~:
extra’  lab&r  which! woGld  be involved ‘in the shifting ‘of

,: I. ,., .,,,.;&& rgom  .‘.pa.dd&cp  & ;.p;dd;lck, Be‘  that. as it may, f??OM

. . ).
carrying capacity figures  available, thesslf&rme&  winter

the equivalent of’ j - 7 sheep per acre‘and :fatten  three to
. ;

five lambs per 6~~5, o’f which approximately 7$are  obtained
,.

f a t  d i rec t ly  o f f  the  mothers .
:

The abov& figures refer to st&ight  out fkt  i’amb
:

p&bd&tion  farms’ on medium to good country, varying in
: ..“.,., ..‘.

size from 4-06’  to 800  acres, but on” the ‘Titipua’block  the

eke  lambs ar,
‘L’I ., .,.,.  ‘..

retained to b&id &p’  the’ flock, which is of
. .I,. ,,

the Romnsy  breed. However9  ”for comparati,ve purposes,

figures have been worked for 790 acres of the older estab-

lished pasture, and the carrying capacity is equivalent to

7.7 sheep per acre, allowing that five sheep are equal to

each cattle beast employed. Specific particulars are

that 3,331 sties  produced 3,‘592 lambs, which may be



cons ide red  ve ry  good  as  a  b ig  pe rcen tage  o f  the  f lock  were

young ewes. Of  the  wether  lambs  6% were  f a t t ened  o f f  t he

mothers  by  the  end  o f  February . From IVovember to March

th ree  ca t t l e  beas t s  t o  eve ry  fou r  ac re s  were  added  to

con t ro l  the  g rowth  and  p reven t  seed ing  o f  the  ryegrass .

Tha t  the  p roduc t ion  o f  ryegrass  culm  i s  p revented  by

th i s  me thod  the re  i s  abso lu te ly  no  doub t ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  ‘moo t

po in t  a s  to  wha t  s t age  the  number  o f  ca t t l e  cou ld  be

reduced  and  sheep  cor respond ing ly  inc reased  and  ye t  ob ta in

t h e  s a m e  p a s t u r e  c o n t r o l . Wi th  the  younger  ‘-pastures  stgck-

ing is reduced by approximately 40%  until the second year,

in orde r  to  a l low the  max imum of  tillering  to  t ake  Place .

In  conc lus ion , the  fo l lowing  po in t s  dese rve  to  be

emphas i sed  in  t h i s  t r ans fo rma t ion  o f  t h i rd  c l a s s  into  f i rs t .

c la s s  l and :  - -

1, The  heavy  l ime  appl ica t ions  before  and  a f te r  the
es t ab l i shmen t  o f  t he  pas tu re , ,I.

2. T h e  u s e  o f  c e r t i f i e d  s t r a i n s  o f  s e e d .  .l

3* Ef f i c i en t  g raz ing  con t ro l ; and

4* Annual  phosphat ic  topdress ing . i


