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This study evaluates the influence of climate in the development of
agricultural water supplies in Canterbury. A discuslsioa  of ‘the
historical and spatial occurrence is presented, as well as a descrip-
tion of the suitability of the region to such development.

The influence of climate is assessed by the provision of a measure
of agriculttiral drought. This measure is achieved by the utilization
of the concept of potential evapotranspiration in the calculation
of the soil water deficits. Description of the spatial variation of
the annual soil water deficit is provided. The annual soil water
deficit is used in statistical analysis agains’t  various expressions of
interest in irrigation development, and also against actual develop-
ment in terms of the area border-dyked each season.

It is concluded that there is indeed a tendency for climate,
particularly drought, to influence the development of agricultural
water supplies. It is, however, difficult to indicate its precise in-
fluence owing to the involvement of other factors.


