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A N Aberystwyth selectioln  of tall fescue (Festuca  arundinacea
Schreb.) , known as S170,  was sown wit,h ce#rtified New Zealand
whdte clolver  (Trifolium repens) &and  red’  clover (T. pratense)
and compared under slheep gra,zing with olther grass/clover
pastures at the Gras&nds  Divisioa Regiolnal  Station at Lincoln
(W’atkin,  1975) .

0ve.r  an experime~ntal  period elf three yeast-s,  th,e  tall fescue
pasture was high’ly productive, largely because of the submstantial
con#tributioa  of ,the  tat11  fescue component. The figures in T&le  1
have  been extracteld  from Wetkin  (1975) to illustrate the relative
performances off  the species.

Seesot-  production of S170  was particularly well spread,
being equal1 oIr  superio8r toi all the olther grass/clover pastures
com~pare~d.  Tall fescue, alloag wilth slhoct-rotatiomn  ryegrass, was
the first to colmmeace  growlth in the spring and still showed ap-

TABLE 1: ANNUAL AND SEASONAL PASTURE AND SPECIES

’ Total
Annual

sp. Cl.

Perennial
ryegrass

S.R. ryegrass
Cocksfoot
Timothy
Tall  Fescue

(S.170)
Yorkshire  fog

9 670 7250 2 260 170 4450 3790 570 9 0
7 350 5 720 1080 550 4 560 3 740 480 340
8 550 6500 1330 710 4120 3270 480 370
9 800 6180 2370 1260 4520 3280 710 530

11080 8 740 1 360 980 5 590 4 460 640 490
10 150 7300 2010 850 4 740 3 790 500 450

Spr ing
Other Total Sp. a.
SPP.

Other
SPP.

*Species  requi red  oversowing owing to  Argent ine  s tem-weevi l  a t tack .
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pre’ciable  productivity in the sum’mer.  Associated clover prolduc-
tion was generally low, reflecting the strongly compet,it,ive  nature
of tall fe,scue  when in associaNtioa  with whlite clo.ver.  This would
sugge’st  thet calreful  attentioln  to grazing management will be
nece8ssa~ry  to maintain aln adequate clo’ver comp’oaent  in the pas-
ture.

Although ,the  leaves elf S170  tall fescue display an erect hlalbit
and are rough to the touch, there is little evid.enc’e  of lack of
pallatabllity. In a “calfe;teria-type” trimall  ,alt  Gra,sslands  (Lincoln) ,
where ma  wide ran’ge  of grasses were compared as single: planIts in
replicaltsd  rows, each sf 10 plants, tall fescue generally displayed
h,igh  re,lative  palatability. In olther words, the sheep showed a
grazing preference for tall fe8scue,  when given access to t,he  trial
a’nd  e&g  with timolthy and prairie gra’ss  this was the first species
to be fully grazed. Holwever,  there was one c’orrsistent  occas8ion
in the year when the sheep did no4 show a grazing prefe’rence
folr ta’ll fescue, n8amely, the mid-spring grazing. This evidence of
101~ r&tive  pallatability was plolssi’bly  ass&&d  wi,thl  the re’pro-
ductive  d,evelopment  oif the plant. On all other occasions, how-
ever, the pallatalbility  of tall fescue was raSnkeld  as high.
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PRODUCTION (MEAN OF THREE YEARS) (kg/ha)

Summer Autumn Winter
Total Sp. Cl. Other Total Sp. Cl. Other Total Sp. Cl. Other

VP. SPP. SPP.

2080 1150 8 7 0 6 0 2490 1730 7 5 0 1 0 650 580 7 0 Tr.
1840 1210 4 9 0 130 *- - - - 9 5 0 7 7 0 1 0 0 8 0
1750 1270 3 7 0 100 2090 1490 4 2 0 180 5 9 0 4 8 0 6 0 6 0
2060 1110 6 6 0 2 9 0 2520 1270 8 9 0 3 7 0 700 5 2 0 1 1 0 7 0

2200 1570 3 8 0 2 5 0 2240 1850 2 5 0 150 1040 8 6 0 9 0 9 0
2120 1330 6 5 0 130 2380 1390 7 7 0 2 1 0 9 2 0 7 8 0 8 0 6 0


